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strength to the very extremists that 
we’re trying to defeat. 

The time has come to invest in Af-
ghanistan the right way, with humani-
tarian aid and civilian support rather 
than military force. It’s time for a 
SMART Security approach that puts 
development and diplomacy first—not 
just in Afghanistan but throughout the 
developing world and in other nations 
where terrorism poses a threat. It’s not 
only the right thing to do, Mr. Speak-
er; it’s the most cost-effective way as 
well. It’s pennies on the dollar to in-
vest in humanitarian support for na-
tions rather than military involve-
ment. 

On Sunday, many of us took part in 
Veterans Day parades back in our 
home districts. In doing so, we heard 
expressed that our Nation is so grateful 
for the service of these men and 
women, those who left their families 
and their communities to serve their 
country. I bow to no one in my respect 
for our veterans and those currently 
deployed overseas. But I believe the 
best way for us to support them right 
now and the best way to honor Amer-
ican values is to end the war in Af-
ghanistan and bring our troops home. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 16 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

Reverend Donna Kafer, Arizona Leg-
islative Chaplaincy, Peoria, Arizona, 
offered the following prayer: 

Dear Holy and Righteous Father, 
As this honored body of Congress 

convenes today, we come first to hum-
bly submit ourselves before You, ac-
knowledging You as Lord and Creator, 
the One who directs the paths of those 
who call upon Your precious name. 
Savior God, we also want to thank You 
for Your infinite grace, Your divine 
mercy, and for the deep love that You 
extend to each of us. 

Father, I ask that You faithfully 
pour out an overflowing measure of 
health, wisdom, and clarity of mind on 
our leaders as they attend to the many 
critical tasks at hand. Provide each 
Member with an ever-increasing abun-
dance of comfort, peace, and a renewed 
sense of purpose. 

Lord, may we grasp the full spectrum 
of Your character, so that our love for 
You might never waver. And Sovereign 
God, may Your life-giving truth preside 
here forevermore. Amen. 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Minnesota (Mr. WALZ) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. WALZ of Minnesota led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING REVEREND DONNA 
KAFER 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentleman from Arizona (Mr. 
FRANKS) is recognized for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speak-

er, I was gratified today to hear our be-
loved citizen of Arizona, Chaplain 
Donna Kafer, offer our prayer. 

Chaplain Kafer is the author of two 
books, ‘‘Women of Courage’’ and 
‘‘Women of Faith,’’ and she’s currently 
working on a third book called 
‘‘Women of Grace.’’ And that will com-
plete the series, ‘‘Gardens of Grace.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I think it’s especially 
appropriate because, indeed, Donna 
Kafer is a woman of grace that I’ve had 
the privilege to know for a very long 
time and am so grateful to be able to 
call her ‘‘friend.’’ 

She has made her aim in life to serve 
her God, her country, her family, and 
the truth. She serves as the appointed 
chaplain for the Arizona State Legisla-
ture, where she has provided spiritual 
encouragement for leaders, staff, and 
State employees for about 14 years 
now, Mr. Speaker. 

Chaplain Kafer has a master’s degree 
in ministry through Phoenix Univer-
sity of Theology, and has received 
chaplaincy training through the South-
west School of Chaplaincy. 

Chaplain Kafer is an Arizona native. 
She lives in Peoria, Arizona, with her 
husband of 23 years, Ross, a firefighter- 
paramedic, and their daughter, Andrea, 
a 20-year-old college student. They’ve 
been members of Christ’s Church of the 
Valley in northwest Peoria for nearly 
18 years, under the noble leadership of 
Pastor Don Wilson. And it is my honor 
for her to be our guest today. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
YODER). The Chair will entertain 15 fur-
ther requests for 1-minute speeches on 
each side of the aisle. 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF ARMY 
STAFF SERGEANT KENNETH 
BENNETT 

(Mr. CRAWFORD asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. CRAWFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of Army Staff 
Sergeant Kenneth Bennett. As an ex-
plosive ordnance disposal technician, 
Bennett put his life on the line every 
day to protect his comrades. As a 
former EOD tech myself, I know the 
danger Bennett faced, and today I 
honor his ultimate sacrifice. 

Staff Sergeant Kenneth Bennett is an 
American hero. He entered the Army in 
2004, and in 2006 he trained to be an ex-
plosive ordnance disposal technician. 
Bennett was serving his third, and 
what was to be his last, deployment to 
Afghanistan. Bennett earned numerous 
awards for his service, including the 
Defense Meritorious Service Medal and 
the Combat Action Badge. 

I did not know personally Staff Ser-
geant Bennett, but I do know this: He 
was a son, a husband and father, and a 
friend to many. Staff Sergeant Bennett 
leaves behind his wife, Mandi, their 2- 
year-old daughter, and another child 
on the way. Because he served, Amer-
ica and the world are more free. 

EOD technicians are the first line of 
defense in protecting our servicemem-
bers overseas and with homeland mis-
sions. The EOD community deserves 
the respect and full resources of the 
Department of Defense to continue sav-
ing lives. 

God bless the memory of Staff Ser-
geant Kenneth Bennett, and may God 
continue to bless the United States of 
America. 

f 

SUPPORT RECOGNITION OF 
MALALA YOUSUFZAI BY THE 
UNITED STATES CONGRESS 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. First, I 
think it is appropriate to welcome 
back my colleagues and to congratu-
late all of those who have chosen 
again, if reelected, to serve this great, 
great Nation, and for those for the first 
time who have the honor and privilege 
of being in this storied institution. 

Now words are that we can come to-
gether and make a difference in the 
lives of Americans and we can, in fact, 
find a way to help the most vulnerable, 
the impoverished, and those who work 
every day. I know that we can solve 
this problem of sequestration. 

I lead now into something that is 
quite contrary to the idea of America’s 
issues and problems and ask my col-
leagues to join me in supporting a Con-
gressional Gold Medal for Malala 
Yousufzai. This is the little girl who 
was shot in the head by the Taliban in 
Pakistan standing up for education for 
our children and for her fellow boys 
and girls. What an amazing young lady 
now healing in a British hospital. 
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